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(54) Optical device wKh two reflective surfaces for Insertino In partially open book 

Sir ""^^ f ""^y « P«rt'«"y open book 5. allowing the 

book to kept partially open, illuminated from 8 and examined at 7 either directly or by double reflection The 

may be supported in a partially open position by a container (10. Fig 5) for the device (11, Fig.5). 
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MINIMUM nPFMfM(^ pnnf^ EXAMIMFR f iy^ 
This Invention relates to a means of allowing books to be examined without damage. 

It Is necessary to have due regard to the safe handling of books, which have fine 
bindings, or which have sewings which result in difficulty in opening the book. 
Excessive pressure in attempting to force books to open to maximise the page area to 
be examined is not acceptable. Some books may not be opened more than thirty 
degrees without risk of damage. Even when opened partially such books may be 
difficult to read due to factors such as fragility, lack of light and the sight angle. 
Furthemiore two hands may be needed to hold and to open the book. The 
consequences of such factors are that damage may occur to the book and varying 
degrees of difficulty may be experienced In examing and in recording the contents of 
the book. 

According to the present invention there Is provided a wedge shaped device which 
may be Inserted into a partially open book. The device includes a reflective system, so 
that the page may be examined. The device may be housed in a container, which may 
also be used in certain circumstances. 



Ught reflected by an odd number of reflective surfaces is reversed, and therefore the 
image cannot be comprehended naturally. Light reflected from an even number of 
reflective surfaces gives an image which may be comprehended naturally. The MOBE 
two device has two reflective surfaces, and the resulting image can therefore be 
comprehended naturally. 



A specific embodiment of the present Invention will now be described by 



I 

example with reference to the accompanying drawings in which:- 

Figure 1 shows the device from the side. 

Figure 2 shows the device in perspective. 

Figure 3 shows the device (from the side) inserted into a book. 

Figure 4 shows the device (in perspective) inserted into a tiook. 

Figure 5 shows the device and the container of the device (in perspective) inserted 
into a tall took. 

Refemng to the drawing the device comprises the first mirror 1 with the reflective 
surface facing downwards, and a second mirror 2 with the reflective surface facing 
upwards. The min-ors are held in position by the transparent elements 3 and 4. where 
the acute angle, typically, is 30 degrees. A book 5, open to the same acute angle, Is 
placed in position as shown. 

The light from the page-to-be-viewed 6 strikes the first mirror 1 and then the second 
mirror 2. before emerging from the device in the direction of 7. 

The page may illuminated by light travelling in the direction of the an-ow 8, or from the 
top or the bottom of the bool(. 

Books which are unusually tall 9 may be supported In the partially open position by the 
container 10 and the device 1 1 so that viewing may take place. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A wedge shaped device with two reflective surfaces, so positioned that light from an 
ot^ect to be examined is reflected first from one and then from the other reflective 
surface so that the light emerges from the opening for viewing. 

2. A means of keeping a tx>ok partially open. 

3. A means of keeping a book partially open, without damage to the book. 

4. A means of keeping a book open 30 degrees, without damage to the book. 

5. A means of keeping a book partially open so that it may be examined, either directly 
or by reflection, without damage to the book. 

6. A means of keeping a book open 30 degrees so that it may be examined, either 
directly or by reflection without damage to the book. 

7. A device substantially as described herein. 



Amendments to the claims have been filed aa follows 



1. A device, preferably wedge-shaped, with two reflective surfaces, so positioned that 
light from an object to be examined, for example a book, is reflected first from one and 
then from the other reflective surface so that the light emerges for viewing. 

2. A means of keeping a book partially open, without damage, so that it may be 
examined. 

3. A means of keeping a tall book partially open, without damage, so that it may be 
examined. 

4. A means of keeping a book open 30 degrees, without damage, so that it may be 
examined. 

5. A means of keeping a tall book open 30 degrees, without damage, so that It may be 
examined. 

6. A device substantially as described herein. 
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